LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of March Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 8th March 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler,  



Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady,




Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,





Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.





                                                                                                                        

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Peggy Nolan.




MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th February 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 11th January 2017
as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 
the 7th November 2016, as circulated, were noted.
Disposal of Rural House at Carrollbrennan, Newtowncashel, Co.Longford.

The disposal of Rural House at Carrollbrennan, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford to Gavin Murphy, 5 Brookside Gardens, Rush, Co. Dublin  deferred.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 45, St. Michael’s Road, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Mae Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 45 St. Michael’s Road, Longford to John Mimnagh in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th February 2017.

Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 8, St. Mary’s Terrace, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 8 St. Mary’s Terrace, Longford to Anne Reilly Cassin in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 13th February 2017.

Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2016 – 2021   

Councillor G. Warnock, Chairperson of the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee, confirmed that the Draft Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2016 – 2021 was considered and approved by the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee.  Gerry complimented John Brannigan and the Estate Management staff for the preparation of the Strategy
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2016 – 2021, as circulated.

Income Ceiling for Social Housing Support  -  Recommendation from Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee  -  report circulated.
The following recommendation from the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -
“That the Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government review the income ceiling for Social Housing Support.” 
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government requesting that a review be carried out on the income ceiling for Social Housing Support.
Appropriate Speed Controls in Housing Estates  -Recommendation from Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee
The following recommendation from the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

“That appropriate speed controls be provided in Housing Estates.”

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that the issue of speed control in Housing Estates, in particular enforcement, be considered by the Joint Policing Committee.

Notice of Motion.
Water Main on Main Street, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole -

“That Longford County Council writes to Irish Water to urgently ensure that the Water Main in Ballymahon is completely replaced on the Main Street in 2017.”
The members and executive emphasised the need for investment in all services in Ballymahon prior to the completion of the Center Parcs development. The Center Parcs development is the single largest tourist investment in the country and all agencies need to respond strategically to ensure that all required services are delivered in a timely manner. 
It was agreed that the correspondence be copied to the Longford/Westmeath Dail Deputies.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Attendance of Paul Veale, Regional Manager, IDA.
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Paul Veale and Brid Somers to the meeting.

Paul gave a comprehensive presentation to the members regarding the role and objectives of the IDA. Paul stated that the IDA are endeavouring to address the lack of foreign direct investment into County Longford.  He confirmed that there have been eight registered site visits to County Longford since 2012. Paul acknowledged the frustration of the members, particularly following the announcement of the closure of Cameron, but insisted that every effort is being made to attract investment to the County. He emphasised the need for local companies and other state agencies to adopt a collaborative approach to potential job creation.  Paul outlined the selection criteria used by companies when deciding on location.
Paul replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues –
· Promotion of Longford on the IDA website.

· Advance factory for Longford

· Digital Hub for the County. 

· IDA Site Visits.

· Infrastructural investment.

· Property database.

· Skills Forum.

· Annual employment survey.

· What Longford can do to improve its attractiveness to potential FDI companies.

· Cameron closure - Longford's approach highlighted as exemplar.

Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, informed the members that the Executive are working alongside the IDA and all state agencies to promote job creation in the County. The upgrade of the N4, extending the national gas pipeline to County Longford, identifying land banks and regeneration are amongst the many initiatives being progressed. 
The members requested the IDA representatives to focus their attention on bringing an advanced factory to Longford and requested that an update on Foreign Direct Investment be given to the members on an annual basis. 
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 24th October 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 24th October 2016, as circulated, were noted.
Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th November 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th November 2016, as circulated, were noted.

Proposed alterations and additions to the Business Incentive Scheme (BIS)  - Recommendation from Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee  -  report circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adopt proposed alterations and additions to the Business Incentive Scheme (BIS), as circulated.
Submissions for Ireland 2040  -  Our Plan  - National Planning Framework.

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Ireland 2040 – Our Plan  -  National Planning Framework, 
Donal stated that Longford County Council requests that the National Planning Framework tackles the national imbalance that has developed over the last forty years by specifically and actively intervening and directing jobs and infrastructural investment into the northern section of the midlands and east region, and the northern and western region.
It was agreed by the members that the document, as circulated, be adopted subject to the following amendments  -

· Athlone to be supported to develop as an alternative growth centre and counter magnet to Dublin.
· The N4 Development Corridor and Longford’s position as a Strategic Portal for the north Midlands and the Northern and Western Region be recognised and supported in the National Planning Framework.
Review of County Development Plan 2015-2021. 

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Chief Executive’s Report on the Review of County Development Plan 2015-2021 – as circulated.
Part 8 Planning  -  Amenity Walkway through the Cutaway Bog surrounding Corlea Trackway at Corlea, Mosstown and Cloonbreaney, Keenagh.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray  seconded by  Councillor  G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Report in accordance with  Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) in respect of an Amenity Walkway through the Cutaway Bog surrounding Corlea Trackway at Corlea, Mosstown and Cloonbreaney, Keenagh,  as circulated with the Agenda
Update on Northern Quarter.
Barbara Heslin provided a detailed update to the Council  -

· Last update provided to Elected Members at Council Meeting in December2016.
· As part of the European Project (MAPS), the URBACT Local Group (ULG) has been established and have met on two occasions.  The group includes members of the Longford Municipal District together with business and community representatives.  The group are working towards the preparation of an Integrated Action Plan (IAP) which will be important in building Longford's profile at a European level and assist in leveraging funding opportunities under a variety of URBACT initiatives and funding calls.

· Most recent meeting with NAMA/Receivers held on 16 February and the expectations of each party discussed including their required expectations and desired outcomes from the process.  

· NAMA require sale of shopping centre and Longford County Council requires 

1. Development and regeneration of the Longford Northern Quarter as a commercial, economic and community enterprise whilst respecting the sensitivity of its architecture and heritage. 

2. Financial return - to cover all costs incurred. 

3. Social dividend in the form of a community space which can be used for community, social and cultural events.  

· Longford County Council confirmed to NAMA/Receiver that Longford County Council requires a conditional sale.

· Proposed marketing and sales processes where discussed.  As previously confirmed, Longford County Council and NAMA/Receivers agree that the Northern Quarter should be offered in lots with joint sales agent(s) appointed to manage the process.

· Procurement of Sales Agent(s) - NAMA and Receiver to revert back with their proposals which will then determine Longford County Council's procurement approach.

· All parties working to an April deadline to commence marketing and sales process to go to the open market.

· Exploratory discussions have been held with Longford and Westmeath Education and Training Board regarding plans for the development of the Northern Quarter site.

· Joint meeting held with NAMA, Receivers, LWETB and Longford County Council to outline vision and explore collaboration opportunities.

The Council unanimously approved the procurement and appointment of joint sales agent(s) in collaboration and cooperation with NAMA/Receivers.  They requested that the process of bringing the Northern Quarter to the open market be progressed in accordance with the timelines outlined at the meeting.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow for the completion of the Agenda.

Tourism Strategy.
Michael Nevin, Head of Enterprise, gave a comprehensive presentation to the members on the Tourism Strategy.

A number of additions were proposed by the members to highlight tourism attractions in Longford Town.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was agreed that one representative from each of the Municipal Districts be nominated to the County Longford Tourism Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Longford Tourism Strategy, as amended.  It was also agreed that the Strategy be promoted at every opportunity at National and International level.
Ratification of Ms Aine Bohan, Department of Social Protection, to replace Mr. Des Henry as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) 
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock , it was unanimously agreed that  Ms Aine Bohan, Department of Social Protection, replace 
Mr. Des Henry as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) 
Ratification of Ms Shauna Doherty (Adult Education Officer), Longford & Westmeath  Education and Training Board,to replace Mr. Maria Fox as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) 

On the proposal of Councillor  G. Warnock  seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that Ms Shauna Doherty (Adult Education Officer), Longford & Westmeath  Education and Training Board, replace Mr. Maria Fox as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).

Replacement of Councillor P.J. Reilly on the Board of Longford Community Resources CLG. 
Councillor  S. Butler proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that that Councillor                               Mick Cahill replace Councillor P.J. Reilly on the Board of Longford Community Resources CLG.
Recommendation from Corporate Policy Group  - Civic Reception for Marguerite Donlon  - Request from the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mick Cahill.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill  seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was unanimously agreed that in accordance with adopted Civic Honours Protocol, that Longford County Council hosts 
a Civic Reception for Marguerite Donlon in honour of her achievements in the world of 
Ballet.
Notice of Motion.

Lakeland District Brand

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Casey         -  

“I call on the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Minister Shane Ross to instruct 
Failte Ireland to immediately start the process of setting up the Lakeland District brand which 
must include Longford Westmeath and Cavan.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Ross regarding this issue.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four Public Liability Claims were received during February 2017.
2017-2019 Capital Budget.
John McKeon, Head of Finance, gave a comprehensive presentation to the members on the 
2017-2019 Capital Budget and replied to queries raised.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the 2017 – 2019 Capital Budget, as circulated.

2016 Audit Committee Annual Report.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the 2016 Audit Committee Annual Report as circulated.
GENERAL.
Notice of Motion.
Zero Hour Contracts.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton      -
“I propose that we write to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation, and to the Office of An Taoiseach, to review the legislation (or lack of) surrounding “Zero Hour Contracts” to provide for, in 
specific cases,  a minimum working block of 6 hours per day. Such cases should include businesses that continue to operate outside of normal day time working hours (8.00am – 6.00pm). The current lack of specific regulation is creating the possibility for the exploitation of employees because of thegreat uncertainty surrounding their conditions of employment. This can be detrimental for work/life balance, securing finance, in particular instances where this uncertainty impairs childcare responsibilities.”
It was agreed that the details of Councillor Warnock’s Motion  be forwarded to An Taoiseach and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation.
Health Issues – Respite Beds.

The members expressed concern that, in some instances, it may be necessary for a number of clients from the South Longford area to utilise respite beds in Ballinalsoe rather than wait for a bed in Laurel Lodge.

 
The members requested that a representative from the HSE attend a full meeting of Longford County Council regarding this issue.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Ross, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Cross, Ardagh on the death of Jimmy Farrell.

Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

Review of Corporate Plan.

P. Mahon informed the members that a Workshop on the Review of the Longford County Council 2015 - 2019 Corporate Plan will be held on Wednesday, 5th April 2017. Venue to be confirmed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
12th April 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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